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Hindu Nataka Samajam (Rajahmundry) : This Samajam, which was revived in 1901, was
taken over in 1908 by two stalwarts who transformed it into a commercial venture. Satyavolu
Gunneswara Rao who was an adept in handling such a commercial theatre, looked after the
external needs of the company by providing the required personnel for music, scene design
and the like. Krittiventi Nageswara Rao, his partner in the venture, was an able director who
took up on himself the production aspects. Their association lasted only for four years, but
even during that short period, it created a sensation. The company enlisted the support of the
best talent availabe in the country. Their major asset was Papatla Kanthaiah, a Hindusthani
musician, who took over as the music director of the company. He was himself a composer
of merit. In the next thirty years, his musical compositions received unprecedented reception
from the audience. Similarly, A.S. Ram was brought from Bombay to look after the preparation
of costumes and designs. He also presented humorous episodes during intervals. In short,
the Samajam ably combined in itself the talents of acting and singing. Its additional attractions
were wire-work, beautiful scenic background, dances, humour, etc. Its plays were so popular
that spectators from Barhampur in the North and Madras in the South used to book their
tickets in advance!
When Gunneswara Rao and Nageswara Rao parted company in 1912, the former started
his own company, "Chintamani Nataka Samajam'1, which was popularly called "Gunneswara
Rao Company", He also constructed "Chintamani theatre" to house it. Since it has no financial
constraints, it could attract the services of many well-known actors into it Gunneswara Rao
successfully ran the company until 1927.
Mylavaram Company (Bezwada) : Rajah Suraneni Papaya Rao Bahadur, the Rajah of
Mylavaram, established "Bala Bharathi Samajam" in his native village, Mylavaram, in 1913,
When the "Mylavaram Theatre" was constructed in Bezwada (1916), the company was shifted
and came to be popularly known as "Mylavaram Company". Many actors joined the company
because of higher payments- Papatla Kanthaiah left Rajahmundry to join it. A.T, Ramanjulu
from Hyderabad and Bagganna, a well-known tabalist were also engaged. This musical trinity
created a sensational history.
Quite a few innovations go to the credit of Mylavaram Company. For the first time,
orchestra was shifted into the pit in front of the stage. It was the first company which
used make-up materials like cakes and crepe hair. It had the benefit of employing eminent
actors like Yadavalli Suryanarayana for the hero characters, Guraza Naidu for ferocious roles,
Uppuluri Sanjeeva Rao for female roles, and 'Andhra Gandharva' Daita Gopalam and Addanki
Sreerama Murty for 'character' roles. Their major productions included S&vttri by Sreeramula
Sachidananda Sastry and Draupadi Vastr&paharanam by Malladi Achyutarama Sastry.
Mote Company (Eluru) : Mote Narayana Rao Zamindar's "Seetharama Anjaneya Nataka
Samajam", popularly called "Mote-vari company" was started by him in 1921 at Eluru. As
a man who had first-hand knowledge of the western theatre performances, Narayana Rao
conducted the affaris of his company on sound lines. All the major actors and technicians
from Mylavaram Company now joined this company. One of its major productions was a
translation of Mrccha-katikam.